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their share of the dole. Because a man has
a woru-out contraption that is referred to
as a motor car, a vehicle that he cannot hope
to get rid of, be should not be prevented
from participating in the boous. Is it right
and reasopable that a farmer living eight
or ten or perhaps 15 miles from the rail-
way should be deprived of the use of a motor
car, which is really part of the machinery
of his farm? A farmer is justly entitled
to leave his work, say, twice a week, for
the purpose of obtaining his letters, which
consist mostly of bills, his newspapers, and
stores and other requirements. Imagine
such a farmer leaving his team standing
idle in the paddock while he uses one horse
for the purpose of the trip! In that way
he would lose more than the cost of using
a motor car, which the Federal Government
profess to regard as a luxury. Imagine a
farmer with children from 12 to 15 years
of age having to send them in by spring cart
when they want to go to an enterfainment!
The boys and girls would arrive back home
when the old man was dressing, and just in
time to start the day’s work. T hope the
Minister for Lands will see that if our
farmers have to rely upon a Federal dole
in future, it shall be distributed more equit-
ablv. As an optimist I cannot claim to rank
on an equal footing with Sir James Mitchell,
but I have hopes that next season wheat will
bring a reasonable price. That is not to say,
however, that the farmers do not want a good
many things from the present Government.
They hope that the Minister for Lands will
carry out the prowmise lle made at the close
of last session, to go into the whole posi-
tion and bring down suitable preposals dur-
ing this session. T believe that the Minister
when making that promise spoke sineerely,
and the farmers are looking for some results.
I firmly believe that the worst of the wheat
ctisis is over. Nature wil] take care of that
matter in the long run. Quite a deal of
what we have heard about enormous guan-
tities of wheat stored in Yankee-land is a
mere figment of the imaginafion. As soon
as the United States are threatened with a
partial drought, we find a mob of wheat
gamblers rushing in fto secure grain and
thereby putting up the price by Gd. or 9d.
per bushel. I am convineed that the pre-
sent season will be a good one. 1n my con-
stitueney, which will produce quite a large
proportion of the wheat for export, personal
inspection leads me to regard success as
practically assured. There will be a good

horvest if there'is a good tail-off of the sea-
son. e shall have a good heavy wool clip,
and if prices only hold many of the troubles
experienced by the farming community last
year will disappear. At the sswe time the
farmers sincerely hope that the Government
will wateh the situation, and not let them
down in regard to any reasonable requests
they may make. The man who has devoted
the whole of his life’s savings and many
vears of hard work to turning forest country
into a national asset must not he allowed to
sink. For that muchk I do not think the
farmers will ask in vain.

Un motion by Ilon. N. Keenan, debate

adjourned.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,200,000.

Returned from Lbe Council without amend
ment,

House adjourned at 5.20 p.m,

|

Aegisiative Council,

Tuesdny, 11th August, 1931,
PAGE
Questions : Hallway crosaings, accidents .. 7
Mining—1, Insurance, compensation nnd re.llel'

2, BeneAciaries’ form . 72
Hospital for the Insane, nddltmns 72
Agricultueni Bank Commission, Report 72

Motlon : State Transport Co-ordination Acb. to

dizallow regulation ... - 72

Address-lno-Reply, fourth day ... 78

The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS ACCIDENTS.
Rivervale and Maddington ('rossings.

Hon. A, THOMSOY asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, How many accidents have oceur-
red during the past five vears at the rail-
way crossings at Rivervale and Madding-
ton? 2, How many, during that period,
proved fatal? 3, In the inferests of the
safety of the community, shounld not the
Commissioner of Railways be compelled to
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make proper provision to safeguard the
users of the two main roads that the above
¢rossings intersect?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Maddington—five accidents, involving seven
fatalities; Rivervale—three accidents, with
one fatality., 2, Answered by No. 1. 3,
Whilst there is, and must always be, an ele-
ment of risk at any level crossing, the Com-
missioner of Rallways is of opinion that,
provided reasonable precautions are taken
by those using them, the two crossings speci-
ally referred to are safe.

QUESTIONS (2)--MINING.
Insurance, Compensation and Relief.

Hon. C. G. ELLIQTT asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, What was the amount of pre-
miums eollected by the State Insurance Office
from the mining industry for inswrance
against the liability to pay ecompensation for
mining diseases under the Third Schedule
of the Workers’ Compensation Act from lst
January, 1930, to 30th June, 19342 2, What
were the total payments made under the
Workers' Compensation Aet from 1lst Janu-
ary, 1930, to 30th June, 1934, as compen-
sation to sufferers from mining diseases?
3, What was the amount of premiums col-
lected by the Mine Workers' Relief Board
from the mining industry from 1st Januvary,
1932, to 30th June, 19347 4. What were
the total payments made under the Mine
Workers’ Relief Board as compensation to
sufferers from mining diseases from 1st
January, 1932, to 30th June, 1934?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Information is not available in regard to
the amount of premium collected as from
the 1st January, and the figures given re-
late to the financial year—1930-31, £35,825
18s. 8d.; 1931-32, £45,549 16s. 4d.; 1932-33,
£52,203 17s. 9d.; 1933-34, £57,877 8s. 2d. (to
31st May only). 2, The information avaii-
able again relates to the finaneial year—
1930-31, (a) £2,485 15s. 10d.; (b) £10,000.
1931-32 (a) £1.948 2s. 10d.; (b) £10,000.
1932-33 (a) £2,750 14s. 2d.; (b) £25,000.
1933-34 (a) £9,913 4s. 11d.; (b) £23,000.
(a) Shows the amount paid direct to
claimants, and (b) the amount paid
to the Treasury on account of payments
made under the Miners’ Phthisis Act, and
paid by the Mines Department, and which
could have been claimed under the Third
Schedule to the Workers' Compensation Act,

These figures do not show the amount ont-
standing in regard to elaims, each of which
represents a liability of £850. There is also
an accruing liability in the ease of every
miner, in respect of which some reserve must
he created. 3, £54,610 8s. (This sum rep-
resenls contributions by mine workers, em-
ployers, and the Government.) 4, £29,216
12s, 1d.

Beneficiaries’ Form.

Hon. C. G. ELLIOTT asked the Chief
Seeretary: Will be lay on the Table of the
House, ¥orm 6, which beneficiaries under
the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund are required
to complete and sign?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Yes.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL FOR THE
INSANE, ADDITIONS.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Were tenders called for the
additions to the Claremont Hospital for the
Insane? 2, \WWhat was the cost of such addi-
tions?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No. 2, Approximately £21,000. The work
is not vet completed,

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL RBANEK
COMMISSION, REPORT.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: Seeing that the report of the
Royal Commission on the Agriculturat Bank
was made available to the public per medium
of the newspapers, thus departing from the
usual eustom, when will it be made available
to Parliament?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: No
departure from usual eustom has been made,
The report will he laid on the Table of both
Houses as soon as it is printed.

MOTION—STATE TRANSPORT C(O-
ORDINATION ACT.

To Disallow Regulation,
Debate resumed from the 9th August on
the following motion by IIon. A. Thom-
son :— -

That Regulation No. 48, made under the
State Transport Co-ordination Aet, 1933, as
published in the Government Gazeite on 16th
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Mareh, 1934, and laid on the Table of the
House on 7th August, 1934, be and is herchy
disallowed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Ceniral) [4.41]: Reguiation 48 was
promulgated with a view to having unifor-
mity of decisien in regard to transport
appeals. The necessity for this should be
clearly recognised. One can well conjecture
the chaos that would ensue if various appel-
tants went all round the countryside lodging
appeals with different magisirates. The
appeals at present are being dealt with in
zones. This gives the magistrate dealing
with the eases an opportunity of seeing the
whole working of the transport system over
a particular route, and it also enables him,
it he decides to grant a license, to choose
between various appeliants. One can
imagine an individual heing refused a license
by one magistrate and a less deserving per-
son being granted a license by another. In
sneh an event, much dissatisfaction would
he created. Obviously the magistrate who
gaing experience through having fo review
the whole working of the system over a
period is, from a co-ordinating point of
view, the best person to adjudicate. It is
thercfore contended that there is good sense
behind Regulation 48, and that it shonld
not he disturbed.

HON. J. CORNELL (Scuth) [+45]: 1
am afraid that il Mr. Thomson's motion be
carvied, the object he seeks will not he
achieved. 1f the regulation were disallowed,
the position would he that appeals wonld
cense forthwith, The hon. member argued
that it was the intention of the Tlonse when
the amendment was made—-and it was made
in this House—that any stipendiary magis-
trate should aet as a court of appeal. Orig-
inally the Bill provided that a court of petty
sesstons should be tha court of appeal and
that its deecision should be final. The refer-
ence in the original Bill was in the singular
—to a court of petty sessions—and although
the Committee may have had in mind the
desirableness of several courts of appeal
being set up under stipendiary magistrates,
there is no question that the intention was
not expressed in proper language. The Act
states that the appeal shall be to a stipen-
diary magistrate, not magistrates. I con-
sider that the board have acted rightly in
framing the regulation as they have done
because they may determine uny license at a

given point, If people who hold licenses are
required to make their applications to the
hoard, irrespective of the part of the State
in which they are operaling, 1 venture to
say there would be no hardship in having
the appeal heard at the place where the
license was refused. If stipendiary magis-
trates in, say, Kalgoorlie, Katanning, Al-
bany, Northamn and Geraldton deall with
appeals, the whole paraphernalia of the
board would have to be made available at
the centre where the magistrate was sitting.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Why not?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
should consider the cost, which woutd be
great. What is the position regarding courts
of law? The lower courts have practically
ceased to sit in any part of the State other
than Perth.  When they did, any appeal
wos made to the court at the seat of gov-
ernment and was not henvd in the centre in
which the original action was started. That
affords a precedent for the regulation,

Hon, W. J, Mann: At the eost of the man
in the country always.

Hon. J. CORNELL: In ordinary cireum-
stanees the Crown does not pay the costs
of litigants who desire to appeal.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The position is just
the same.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not know of
any instance of higher appeals where the
country is hvund to pay the costs of the
appellant.

Ion. W. .J. Mann: it is only a natoral
disadvantage that people in the countrv suf-
fer all the time. ’

Hon. J. CORNELL: Then they would
be under no new disadvantage.

Hon. 'W. J. Mann: They are, as com-
pared with the eity man.

Hoen. J. CORNELL: We are aware of
that, but it happens frequently. It is the
experience of members of this House. It
costs o member whose electorate is distant
from the seat of government far more than
it vosts a man on the spot, and he gets no
more for doing it.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Query!

Fon. J. CORNELL: As the Chief Sec-
retary has pointed out, we shall be treading
on very dangerous groutdl if we empower
a multiplicity of tribunals to hear trans-
port appeals. One magistrate might give
a deeision quite the reverse of that given
by ancther magistrate.

Hon. A. Thomson: Would not he give a
decision on the cvidence submitted?
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Hon, J. CORNELL: We must bear in
mingd that there is no appeal from the deei-
sion of the wagistrate. I submit that, in
view of the words of the original Bill and
the words inserted by this House in lien of
what another place proposed, the board
have acted within their rights. If we had
intended that various magistrates should
hear the appeals, we should have said so.
If we disallow the regulation, the board can
continue to refuse licenses until such time
as the Act is amended, elearly and definitely
setting out how appeals shall be dealt with.
1 think that would be a more logieal way
out of the difficulty than the proposal to
disallow the regulation.  The board have
given effect to the legisiation of Parliament.
If the Legislature desire some other inter-
‘pretation, the present system of appeal
should be retained until the alteration is
made. I feel inelined to vote against the
motion. In this House it is practically an
unwritten law to carry motions for the dis-
allowance of regulations. I do not recollect
one such motion having heen rejected, but
I warn members that if they pass this
motion, they will probably find that the new
position that will be ereated will be worse
than the present one.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [4.53]:
I am pleased that Mr. Thomson has
directed attention to the regulation and has
moved for its disallowance. The fact has
always been recognised that where a person
is suffering an injustice and' lias the right
of appeal, it should he heard in his own
centre where the injury is being done him.
If the appellant were at Carnarvon or
Geraldton or Kalgoorlie, what would the
magistrate in Perth know of the lecal eir-
cumstances? The board were instructed
by the Act to constder the question of
licenses and to make inquirtes from all per-
sons eoncerned, It seems to me that from
the oufsef the board overlooked the inten-
tion of Parliament that they should inquire
n the various centres how the Act would
affect the people most conecrned, namely
the general public, in the serviee being ren-
dered to them. After years of experience
it was found that the railways were not
giving the service required by the people,
who were glad to avail themselves of the
new serviee rendered by motor fransport.
Parliament intended that there should be
co-ordination. TFach individual centre must
be considered on its merits, apart from

what wmay lbe bapppening in npeighbouring
localities. n each instance there would be
some benefit or the reverse operating, and
there ¢an le no co-ordination if all the
appeals are to be heard in Perth. I can-
not imagine how a magistrate in Perth could
consider the individual requirements of the
varions centres throughout the country. I
come into contaet with people who have
invested money in various ventures because
of the advent of mofor transport. Without
it they would not have been able to carry
on and they would not have entered into
those avenues of investment to build up in-
dustries with the system previously in
vogne, but the new form of transport has
made that branch of business possible. We
extended the right of appeal in case they
were being injured by the hoard, and I
never for one moment thought—and I do
net believe any other member thought—
that there would be only one magistrate in
the whole of the State to deal with appeals.
How ecould the magistrate in Perth decide
the merits or demerits of a case arising at
Kalgoorlie? From time to time judges
journey to Kalgoorlie to try eases in order
to obviate the expense that would be in-
curred in presenting all the evidenee in
Perth. T maintain that the same considera-
tion should apply in this instanece. A
magistrate should be appoinied to hear
appeals in centres like FKalgoorlie, Wiluna,
Geraldton, and other distant places. My
impression was that, though we were not
allowing eompensation to persons to whom
licenses were refused, we were giving them
an opportunity to present their cases in
their own centres where it would be easy
for them to muavshall their evidenee and
show how they were being affected, or pos-
sibiy harassed hy the attitude of the hoard.
It would he difficult for an injured party
to ineur the expense of presenting all the
evidenee he required in Perth. I am satis-
fied that people in the country who have
heen refnsed licenses are being increasingly
harassed by the regulation. The board
shonld make it mueh more convegient for
the people who are appealing. Many of
the appellants in the country could fur-
nish oceans of evidence, to support their
elaims, but it would be impossible to hring
that evidence to Perth. It is unfair and
unjust to ask them to do so. This ig just
another of fhose actions which are bring-
ing about centralisation. T intend to sup-
port the motion.
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HON. R. G. MOORE (North-East)
[3.2 : While T agrec with a good deal of
what the Chiel' Seeretary =aid about the
desirability of having these ea<es heard by
one magistrate, thers is alie a good denl
that ean be said in favour of the appeals
being heard before magisirates in the dis-
iricts in which the appe'lants reside.  One
of the reasons advanced by Mr. Hamersley
in support of the motion is on the score
of expense that has to be incurred by the
person lodging the appeal. I too, con-
sider that the person coneerned should not
be put to unneceszary expense in defending
what he considers are his rights. At the
same time I am not inclined fo support any-
thing that is likely to hamper the Transport
Board in its operations beeause T consider
It was a wise move to create that board to
deal with the transpo:t problem. T eannot
understand the argument advanced hy Mr.
Cornell, that if appeals were to he heard,
they should be heavd by a mogistrate in
Perth. 1 contend that a magistrate in Kal-
goorlie, or in any other large town, would
he ¢qually competent (o hear these appeals.
When we were considering the measuve, it
was understvod that the appeals were to he
heard hy a stipendiary magistrate, but it
wis not set ont that that magistrate had to
be in Perth. Tf all the appeals could be
heard before one magistrafe, it would he
hetter, but T think a hardship would he in-
flicted upon many of those concerned in
outlying centres. Therefore, if something
in the way of expenses could be allowed
those people who have to cover o consider-
able distance to come to the eity, that might
probably meet the position. But eertainly
it is a hardship for those living any dis-
tanee from the metropolitan area to have to
undergo the expense of having to submit
their appeals in Perth. In many cases the
expense of coming tn the city wounld be
considerable, and therefore the appellants
shonld be entitled to some consideration.
T do not know whether anything in this
direction ean be done, but it is worthy of
consideration. I am not prepared to say
whether I shall or shall not vote for the
motion, hut I repeat that a hardship is in-
flicted on those who have lo journey long
distances fo submit their appeals before a
magistrate in Perth. T am sure it was not
the intention of the House that that should
be s0; the belief was that the cases should

-\
w

be heard before a stipendiary magistrate
in the distriet wherein the person making
the appeal resided.

HON, J M MACFARLANE {Mclro-
politan-Suburban) [3.8]: 1n asking for the
disallowance of Regulation A8, Mr. Thomson
advaneed arguments which appenled to me
very much, It is certainly correct to say
that a hardship is imposed upon people
when we compel them to come long dis-
tances from the country to present their
appeals hefore a magistrate in  Perth.
Surely there are magistrates in many of the
country towns capable of hearing uppeals
of this deseription, and, morcover, those
magistrates would be possesscd of a know-
ledee of loeal eonditions. 1 admit that many
of the transport people eome into Perth
weekly, ond perhaps more frequenily, and
for thuse it would not be any difficulty to
attend the rourt in Perth, There arve, how-
ever, many who earry on transport of a
local nature and who miglt never come to
the ¢ity, and to ask them to submit their
appeals in Perth is unrensonalle. The Act
should be administered more generonsly to-
wards those people. It was never intended
that a penalty of this kind should bhe im-
posal upon those engaged in transport work
in the country, and thervefore | consider Mr.
Thomson is doing them a gooid twrn by ask-
ing the llouse to disallow the regulation.
At the same time | admit the advantage of
all the evidence heing taken by one person.
Still, if eviduee were taken hy magis-
trates in places such as Northam, Kalgooe-
lie, Geraldton or Wiluna, where motor trans-
port is really vital, recommendations could
be made and sent to Perth. 1 ask members
to suppor{ the motion so that some relief
may be granted to the transport earriers
who are already suffering sufficiently under
the Transport Act, which it was found neces-
sary fo pass inte law largely beeauvse of
carelessness in allowing those engaged in
motor transport to dig in as they have done.
I hope relief will be given in some way or
other.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [5.11]:
From the remarks of hon. members, it
wonld appear that the meaning of the sec-
tion under which this partieular regulation
has hecn framed was not thoroughly under-
stood hy some members in this Chamber.
That being 30, it seems to me that the pro-
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per thing to do now is te Wring down an
amending Bill.  Of course that will take
some time. T appreeiate the serions-
ness, as set out by the Chief Seerctary, of
allowing the motion to go through. At the
same time, representing a far distant pro-
vinee, I realise it might deal very harshly
with some of the people outhback. 1t might
he possible for the board te add to that
regulation permitting the hearing of appenals
before the nearest magistrate. In such
cases, the evidenee could be sent to the cen-
tral magisirate in Perth. That would do
away with the need for hringing down n
great number of witnesses to give evidence
before the eentral magisirate. I believe that
in many appeals against decisions given by
country magistrates, it is only the sworn
evidence and the notes taken by the magis-
trate that come to the city. If a somewhat
similar method could be adopted in the case
of these appeals, the dilficulty might be over-
came, nntil the Act was amended.

Hon. W. J. MANN (South-West) [3.13]:
On the prineiple that this House should
safeguard the interests of the peaple in dis-
tant parts of the State whenever possible,
I fecl disposed to support the motion. I
have not heard anything yet in the course
of the dehate to make me believe that there
ig any great hardship or diffienity in the way
of the Transport Board delegating duties
to a magistrate in a eountry town. I want
to know what particular qualifieations a city
magistrate possesses to hear these appeals
that are not held by a country magistrate,
The idea of insisting upon people travelline
long distances to the metropolis to submit
their cases does not appeal to me. We should,
in every possible way, meet the people who
live a long way from the capital. 3r, Cor-
nell told us that there were precedents in
other directions for bringing people to the
city. That, bowever, does not alter the prin-
ciple, and we shonld not stand for it. We
shonld see that all these matters are decen-
tralised and the people put to the minimum
of expense.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.14]: This matter has raised a question
of great interest, and the veply given hy
the Chief Secretary shows that the Board
has been guided by wizlonm in seeking (o
nominate onc particular magistrate for the
hearing of appeals in order that uniformity

of decisious might be maintained. One
can realise that it a stipendiary magistrate
in one district hears an appeal, bis de-
cision might be diametirically opposed to
that given by a stipendiavy magistrate in
another place.  Unpiformity of decision
15 essential, but I think that uniform-
ity of decision could still bLe main-
tained if the stipendiary magistrate
te be appointed is authorised to go
around the various distriets, just like
an ordinary circuit court, and hear the ap-
peals in those distriets. The regulation is
framed nunder Section 24 of the State
Transport Co-ordination Aect, which pro-
vides that ccrtain persons in the earvying
trade shall he entitled to appeal to a stip-
endiary magistrate, but nothing is said as
to where the appeal shall be heard. T quite
agree that when the Bill was before us, we
were all generally under the impression that
what was intended by the Bill was that the
appeal should be heard by a stipendiary
magistrate at the court nearest to the place
where the appellant resided or carried on
his business, just as in loeal eourf matters.
That was elearly understood. Neverthe-
less, the reference in the section is to ‘fa
stipendiary magistrate’ without anv indi-
cation as to where the appeal shall be
held. Before referring to the Stipendiary
Magistrates Aet, [ was of opinioin that the
stipendiary magistrates were generally
limited in their powers and jurisdiction.
However, in Seetion 5 of the Stipendiary
Magistrates Act, although it does limit the
magistrates, it is provided nevertheless that
the jurisdiction of such magistrate shall
not be deemed to be limited to the court
or courts, or distriet or districts, which has
or have heen assigned Lo him. Although
the effeet is to limit each stipendiary
magistrate to a purticular distriet, yet there
has been a saving power carried in, whereby
those magistrates are not necessarily limited
to any particular distrvict.  Therefore, in
view of the ineconvenience which is bound
to arise in bringing people from far-dis-
tant contres, it is only fair that those people
chould be econsidered. A step could he
taken in the way of appointing one stipen-
diary magistrate with full powers tn visit
the varvious distriets and hear the appeals
locally, so eiving the minimum of ineon-
venienea {o the eppellants. That seems
only fair and reasonable, and if there he
nothing again<t it in Section 3 of the Stip-
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endiary Magistrates Act, the difficulty conld
he got over. 1f assurance were given to
the mover of the motion that it was the
intention of the (Government to ses that
steps were taken in the direction I have
suggested, I am sure the hon. member would
accept that and withdraw his motion for
the disallowance of the regulation. What
Mr. Cornell said is quite irue, namely,
that if we actually disallow this regulation,
the machinery for the appeals will he gone,
and those appeals wiil all be held up, to the
serious inconvenience of the appellants;
but if we disallow the regulation, it will
be an intimation to the Government that
the regulation should be amended and some-
thing done to avoid the hardships which
obviously will acerue to people resident in
far-distant centres if they are brought to
the city for the hearing of their appeals.

Hon. V. Hamersley : And the convenience
of the general public will he affected also.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX : That is so. I ask
the Chief Secretary to see whether it will
be possible to appoint a special stipendiary
magistrate to go round all the distriets
and so avoid this great inconvemence. See-
tion 5 of the Stipendiary Magistrates Aet
provides a power which enables something
of the sort to be done. Thus the difliculty
would he overcome, and there need not be
any disallowance of the regulation. How-
ever, there should be some amendment made
in the regulation, because, whilst the Act
states that the appeal shall be heard by a
stipendiary magistrate, 1t does not say it
shall be heard in Perth or Kalgoorlie or
any other nominated place, but the regula-
tion states the hearing of the appeals is to
be limited strictly to Perth.

Hon. I J. Yelland: Ts not that a limita-
tion of the intention of the Aet?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, it certainly
is. When the Bill was before us, it was in
the minds of members that each uppea!
would be heard by the magistrate nearest to
the distriet in which the appellant carried
en business. The regulation limits all the
appeals to one magistrate in Perth. If the
stipendiary magistrate of Perth were ap-
pointed to go around the distriets and hear
appeals, that would overeome the difficulty.
The appeals would be to him in Perth, but
he would visit the various districts and
there hear the appeals.

Hon G. W. Miles: Would not that mean
the appointment of another magistrate?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: | suppaose it could
be arranged to it in hearings of necrssary
enses in Perth.  Moreover, an exchange
could be made from time to time of magis-
trates from one court io another, and so-
the difficulty could e surmounted without
much trouble. T hope it will be possible to
achieve something in this direetion. It
seems necessary to ascertain what effect
the position will have upen distant centres.

Hon. A. Thomson: The motion refers only
to one regulation.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: But the hon.
member would destroy the whole machinery.

Hon. A. Thomson: Not necessarily.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If this reeula-
tion were disallowed, ancther portion of the
regulations dealing with appeals would be
rendered more or less inoperative.

Heon. J. Cornell: If an appeal was heard
and no decision given, would it not go by
the board?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Those that have
been heard and disposed of would be final-
ised, but when decisions are pending there
nright be some inconvenience.

Hon. J. Cornell: They would go by the
hoard.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I think no decision
has yet been given. Are these appeals not
all pending?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I think so. I
hope the matter will be locked inte with a
view to the dificulty being overcome. Fer
the purpose of recording my protest against
persons in far distani places being incon-
venienced, I am prepared to vote in favour
of the motion. We shonld show the Gov-
ernment the necessity for remedying the
position. I hope the Chief Secretary will
he able within the next day or two to tell
us that something can he done in the diree-
tion indicated.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew——Central) [5.34]: I should like to.
make an explanation.

) TI;e PRESIDENT: A personal explana-
tion!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. On
the morning following the moving of the
motion, T got into touch with the Chairman
of the Transport Board. He knew nothing
ahout the matler. He was not responsible
for the regulation and neither was the board.
The Crown Law Department prepared the
regulations with the object of getting uni-
formity, and so that the magistrate might
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gain experience and in the end be an ox-
pert in the business.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It is a most imyortant
thing.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Crown
Law Department could not give me auy
indication as to whether finange would he
provided, or whether a magisirate would
go on circuit. There was no time availuble
for me to continue the investigations, and
discover whether the Government woukd be
prepared to find any necessary money. |
have to get into toueh with Cabinet.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The debate could be
adjourned.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That would
not affect the validity of the motion. It iy
advisable that the matter be discusswl fur-
ther.

Hon. A. Thomson: I have no objection to
a postponement.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think a
postponement is advisable.  The Govern-
ment are in ho way responsible, exeept that
the regulations were allowed to go through
Executive Council. It seems to me I should
be given an opportunity to diseuss the ques-
tion with Cabinet.

On motion hy Hon. G. W. Miles, debate
adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from the 9th August.

"HON. W.J. MANN (South-West) [5.35]:
Before dealing with the motion, I should
like to join with other members in express-
ing .my pleasure at seeing you, Sir, back
again in such good heaith. I also extend my
congratulations to the Honorary Minister on
his recovery from a serious aceident that
might easily have bcen franght with disas-
trous conscquences. 1 am sure we were all
very glad to see him back in his place. A
perusal of the Speceh left me with the im-
pression that it was an unusually crdinary
document. We have been passing through a
very serious erisis. There seems to he a
general impression that things are improv-
ing throughout the State, but there was a
very poor vein of optimism running through
the Speech. Even that slight optimism
was offset by the remarks directed to the
members of another place to the effect that
the finaneial situation was still extremely

grave, and requived constaut atbention. The
Speech went ou to say that rigid economy
wis necessary, and that no funds were avail-
able for other than absolutely essential ser-
viees.
Hon, G. W, Miles: 1s that not right?
Hon, W. J, MANN: That may be corvect.

I shull examine the position as 1 go
along, [t does not make very bright read-

ing nor is it verv cheering. If there was a
bright spot in the Speech it was in refer-
ence to unempleyment, We arve told that as
a result of the policy of the Government the
unumber of people on sustenance has been re-
duced from 6,205 to 1,196, and that the
amount spent on this form of relief has bheen
reduced from £7,120 per week to £1,787.
That in a weasure is perhaps doe to the
action of the Clovernment, but there ave
other factors to be taken into consideration
and for which private enterprise is largely
responsible, It is gratifying to know that
emplovinent avenues are being steadily re-
opened. Many industries which have heen
languishing ave beginning to brighten up
and to absorh men. Many persons will
doubtless before long return to work in their
old-time avoeations. The saving to the Gov-
ernment has been considerable, and in that
respect they are to be congratulated. A
saving of this deseription must represent a
formidable sum, but one regrets that the
Government still prowise to show o fair-
sized defieit. In the absence of the
Budget, we cun conclude from the remurks
I have quoted from the Speech that this is
so. The State is still going to leeward de-
epite additionnl revenue contributed by the
people as a resuli of inereased taxation.
After a partial respite from herrowing over
the last two or three yvears, there now seems
to ba a strong tendency in some guarters to
revert fo the old policy. Last yvear showed
an inc.ease in horrowing over the previens
vear, und this year we know there is to be
anathey substantial inerense in borrowing.
L was hopelul that the lessons of the great
erisis through which we are passing, but
from which we ave slowly emerging, would
show the fallacy of trying to live on hor-
rowed money, as we have done so exten-
sively in the past. There is a tendency
through the Loan Council, or by other
means, to go back to the money market, and
pile up more publie debt. If this House
is to funetion wisely, now is the time for it
to take a firm stand with regard to the
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extension of the principle of borrowing. A
year or two ago we got down to bedroek,
and made some very praiseworthy efforis to
bring abont something like a balanee in our
financial position. Snch a method shonld
as far as necessary be continued, in order
that we may escape what future generations
are likely to curse us for.

Hon, J. Cornell: How could this House
stop the borrowing?

Hon, W. J. MANN: Very simply.

Hon. & W, Miles: By not voting for a
railway south of Southern Cross.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Or the Yuna-
Dartmoor railway.

Hon, J. Cornell: Or we should close the
Wendham Meatworks,

Hon, W, J. MANN: I did net anticipate
that those side issves would be raised. The
comment of somg memhers when the fuan-
cial emergency tax was debated last year
was to the effect that the seale advanced by
the Government was too high. Already some
of these members have said, “I
told you so” Only this afternoen
one member said, “What did T tell you?
Double the amount of money is going to bhe
received from the emergency tax compared
with what we were fold last vear would be
received.” That hon. member is nearly
right. If my memory serves me correctly
we wore fold that the taxation wonld bring
in between £360,000 and £370,000 last vear,
but according to the figures supplied by the
Chicf Secretary for the seven months ended
30th June, the Government are likely to re-
ceive more like £600,000 over the full year.
YWhoever was responsible for advising the
Government on that occasion has something
to think about now. However, the Govern-
ment are fortunate in having received that
amount of money.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: What about the
poor fellow who is faxed?

Tlon. W. J. MAXNN: Yes, there 1s another
phase—the man who is paving the tax.
When hringing down the emergeney taxa-
tion measure the Government endeavoured to
pacify, and did pacify, many of their sup-
porters, married men receiving under £3 10s.
a week, mostly £3 9s. 3d, by telling them
that they would be exempt. It was gener-
ally predicted in this Chamber that before
long there would be a rise in the basic wage,
and that then these gentlemen who were s0
anxious that their Government should shield
them as far as possible from every form of

taxation would be slipping through the
meshes and getting into the net. Well, they
are in the net now. The last declaration of
the basic wage has roped them all in.

Hon. J. Cornell: They are in only il
the end of next month,

Hon. W. J. MANN: They are paying.
Mr. Cornell says they will pay only till the
end of next month. Does the hon. wember
know what will take place after the end of
next month?

Hon. J. Cornell:
then.

Hon, W, J. MAXXN: But that is not to
say that the eupacity of those men to pay
taxation is going to expire. I think these
men will have something to say about Gov-
ernment mensures and (Government taxation.

The measure expires

If their Government bad listened 1o
some other imembers of this Cham-
ber, they would cuven now, with the

increase of the busic wage, be hetter off.
Those members advocated a minimum of 2d.
against the Government’s 4d. TUnder the
former the men weuld have been paying 2d.
in the pound instead of 4d. I do not wish
any hon. member to think that I objeet to
people paying taxation if it is necessary and
if they are able to pay it. I contend that
we should pay taxation in accordance with
our station in life. 1 do not hold very much
with exemptions. In my opinion every wage
earner should pay some taxation, be the
amount ever so small. If hon. members had
a heart to heart talk with some of
those men, as I have had, it would be
found that there is no real objection to pay-
ing taxation in some small degree. I do not
hold that we should all pay alike. T believe
in graduated taxation in many cases, and
a full graduation wou'd have heen per-
fectly just in connection with this emergeney
taxation. I have said that the Government
were fortunate in having a considerable
amount of revenue over and above that
avnilable during the last year of the pre-
ceding (overnment. Thus we may fairly
suggest  to  Ministers  that when they
bring down new emergeney legislation at the
end of next month, as mentioned by Mr.
Cornell, they =hould make provision for a
conziderable remission of that taxation. On
their own figures, on their own showing, they
will receive nearly double what we were told
was antieipated last yvar; and during the
past yvear the Government have not heen
badly treated. They have had one or two
unexpected lifts, and therefore 1 econ-
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sider it fair for this House to suggest that
tlrere should he some remission of taxation.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You are an optimist!

Hon. G. W. Miles: How ahout reducing
tho deficit?

Hon. W. J. MANN : There are other
ways of doing that, hesides emergeney taxa-
tion. It is impossible {o tax people into
prosperity, as Mr. Holmes has often told us.
The Govermment cannct harass people by
heavy taxation and still expect ordinary
avenues of trade to expand and flourish. In
this brief reference to finance I wish to ex-
press my dissatisfaction and dizappointment
with the findings of the CGommonwealth
Grahts Commission. . I shall not dwell on
the subject at length, hut without pretending
to he one of the I-told-you-so persons I say
candidly that I was not optimistic of results
from the Commission. My experience of
Tederal Governments and their Commissions,
and I think Western Australia’s experience,
‘has not been too happy. There was not
much hope for us when the chairman of the
:Commission was obviously biassed agninst
‘Western Australia. In my opinion the Com-
mission’s findings were based on wrong
premises.  The Commissioners failed to ap-
preciate the magnitude of the burden of
developing this huge territory, hampered as
we are by Federal policy in mauy direetions.
It is not cncouraging to the people of West-
ern Australia to encounter an almost total
lack of sympathy with their elforts. Aftfer
all, it enn fairly be elaimed that the efforts
of the people of this State during the last
25 gr 30 years, in the way of development
and determination to build up this part of
the Commonwealth, have heen magnificent.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
creating deficits.

Ton., W. J. MANN: Deficits have been
built up in the proecess, I admit; hut there
has been a great deal done in other respeets.
Deficits were a phase, unfortunately, of the
development.  Much borrowed money has
heen unwisely spent. Of all legislation re-
cently passed, that relating to the question
which was before the House earlier this
afternoon is probably paramount at present.
1 shall not eriticise thie Transport Board for
their work up to date, although I may say
that some of their decisions have heen rather
difficult to ecomprechend, at any vate for me.
However, I hold that the board should be
given a fair opportunity; and I think it
would be just as well to let them have twelve

Also in the way of

months and then judge them by results. In
the meantime we may withhold our eritieism.
There is, however, just one phase of the
transport problem which in my opinion
should be mentioned here, one which has
been causing considerable conecern in the
provinee that I vepresent, and I suppose in
most other provinces. It does not affect
the hoard at all, but relates to roads, Un-
doubtedly those huge transport vehicles have
done considerable damage to roads through-
out the ¢ountry. It is my definite opinion
that the State e¢annot continue to build ex-
pensive roads to he ruined in a few brief
months by this extremely heavy transport
traflic. 1t is elear to me that although this
form  of freight earrying has been of
material advantage to the individual, the
system is disastrous to the finances of the
State. T ean take hon. members to pieces of
road which 12 months ago were almost per-
feet and to-day are scarcely passable. That
has heen brought about whelly and solely by
the traffie in question. One feels that in
order to give eredit where eredit is due he
should utter a word of appreciation to the
railway authorities for their recent en-
deavours to bridee the differcnee hetween
the eost of road transport and that of
railway earriage, Reduction of railway
freights 1s long overdue, hut is none the
less appreciated. Only recently I diseovered
in my own business a highly satisfactory
case in which the Railway Department have
heen able to transport heavy goods at a
more favourable rate than the road trans-
port people charge. The latter quoted my
office, unsolicited I am informed, a rate of
34, per ewi. from Fremantle to the town in
which T live. That is equivalent to £} per
ton. The ratlway Freight worked out at about
433, per ten, vepresenting a 3s. material
advantage. The next move of the Railway
Department, and a very imperative move,
should be n speeding-up of their serviees.
¥t docs not avail, nor does it improve the
position, to say that the railways are doing
their hest. Sometimes witen one talks to
the railway aunthorities on this subjeet, thev
reply, “Well, we are doing our hest.” That
does not get us anywhere. Existing railway
methods have their limits, but as regards
improvement of services we hwe been stag-
nating for vears. It now takes an hour
longer to travel from my home to Perth in
the train than it did 30 years ago. Thirty
vears ago the time of transit was eight hours,
and now it is nine. I cannot fathom the
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reason for that, and nohody has been able
to explain it to me.

Hon. A. Thomson: How leng does it take
you by road?

Hon, W. J. MANN: If in a hurry, I can
do it in four hours, and without a great
deal of effort.

Hon, A. Thomson: But you do not stop
to pick up passengers at stations?

Hon. W. J. MAXNN: Ordinarily T do it
in 4% hours. A couple of weeks ago I left
my home three hLours after the departure
of the train and was in St. George's Ter-
race two hours before the train reached
Perth. That is not bad over 150 miles. To
ask the people to patronise the railways
when they have to put up with that sort of
thing is more than we can honestly do. Un-
doubtedly there are ways and mcans by
which the railway service can he acceler-
ated. I hope I will be pardoned for speak-
ing g0 much about the Bunbury line, but
that is the one of which I know most. That
the service can be accelerated is proved by
the fact that on Saturdavs what is known
as a fast train is run. It stops at all stations
for about one-third of the distance, and yet
the Railway Department can save two hours
on the trip. In other words, fhey do the
trip in seven howrs instead of nine hours.
Then some departmental officers turn round
and tell us that they are deing the best they
can!  Tn the circumstances, T fail to Lelieve
them. The very fact that the traflie is
falling off 1s sufficient to indicate that the
gervice is unsatisfactory. Traing remain
standing in stations for five or 10 minutes
* longer than is necessary., At one time
there was sufficient traffic to keep porters
and others busy handling goods in and out
of trains. but that time has long since de-
parted. The railway service is far too slow,
and trains are running comparatively empty.
I do not desire to deal further with thar
phase of the Governor’s Speech and will
turn to the refercnces to the dairving in-
dustry. The Speech contained a paragrap:
setting ont that the pro<pects of dairving
for the 1931 season were bright, and that
the fixation of an Australian price of 140s.
per cwi. for butter would enable at least
1s. per Ih. to be paid locally for butter fal.
I hope that anticipation will be realised and
that the payvment of 1s. per ib. wiil eventu-
ate. At the same time, I desire to peint ouf
that we are far from having any guarantee
that the man producing the buoiter fat will
receive 1s. per Ib. for his product. The

industry is without legislation adequately to
sateguard the producers, sueh as exists
in the ioterests of the dried fruit in-
dustry and of other sections of pro-
duction.  Something has been done
along those lines in the FEastern States
but there is some doubt regarding the
action that has been taken and we are
still, as it were, in the air, Apart from
that phase, it looks as though Western Aus-
tralia is in grave danger of being sacrificed
by the Eastern States in this respect. We
had certain promises a litile while ago to
the elfect that if we subseribed to certain
conditions, the people in the Eastern States
would do their utmost to see that the West-
ern Australiap producers retained their own
market. Now we find that producers in
the Bastern States, aided and abatted by
some unpatriotic and utterly selfish im-
potrters in this State, are insisting upon ex-
porting Lustern States buiter to Western
Australia, The excnse advanced is that the
public here insist upon having the imported
article.

Hon. K. G. Moore: What is the reason
for that?

on, W, J. MANX: T would like to know
actually what percentage of the people de-
mand the Eastern States produet.

Houn. 1. Craig: About 1 per cent.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I do not believe they
would represent 1 per vent of the popula-
tion. I do not helieve that percentage of
the people could tell ihe difference between
choiee Western Australian butter and but-
ter iwported from the Mastern States. T
have seen that tried out on a number of
oceasions and even when an individnal has
monaged correctiy to differentiate between
ithe two products, he has heen prepared to
say that there was a good deal of luek about
his choice. Many supporters of the im-
ported article will contend that people in-
sist upon having that product. Candidiy,
I do not believe it. There 1% a zood deal
ol method in their attitude. 1 n more in-
clined to the view indicaled reecently by a
retailer who said that there was a better
marein of profit with the imported butter.
That is probably the erux of the position.

1lon. J. M, Macfarlane: Thal iz a rveason
they do not disclose.

Hon. W, J. MAXX: To show what has
heen happening, I =hall quote some remarks
by the Director of Agrieulture, Mr. Suttan,
in his eapacity as chairman of the Western



82 [COUNCIL,)

Australian Dairy Produets Equalisation
Board. His statement appeared in the
““West Australian’’ of Monday last, the
report reading as follows:—

When questioned on Saturday concerning the
butter position, the chairman of the Western
Australian Dairy Products Equalisation Boarid
(Mr. G, L. Sutton) snid that despite the ar-
rangement entered info with the Eastern States
earlier in the year, that Western Australian
producers of butter should bhe assured of their
own market to the extent to which they were
able to supply it, butter was still heing im-
ported into this State. .

On July 16 he had telegraphed and written
to the Commonwealth Dairy Products Equalisa-
tion Committee, Ltd., intimating that Western
Australian production was now equal to the
demand and asking that in view of the under-
standing with the Commonwenlth and Eastern
States Governments, no further licenses be
granted for the export of butier into this State.
To these communications he had now received
the following reply:—

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your
telegram and letter of July 16. This was
pliaced before the last meeting of the bouard
of direetors, and T was instructed to reply
stating that members considered it unfair
for your State to store this quantity
of butter against the Eastern States. A
delegation from this committee will be vis-
iting Western Australia shortly and on the
return of members the matter will receive
further consideration.

Whether or not the Commonwealth committee
eonsidered it fair was beside the point, Mr
Sution continued. The arrangement entered
into between the States and the Commonwealth
was that Western Australia was entitled o
retain its own butter market. The whole mat-
ter had been fully discussed before that ar-
rangement was reached, and it was pointed out
that Western Australian had been 2 very good
market for Eastern States butter for many
vears, and fthat she still purchased some of
their surplus when Ineal supplies were inade-
quate. It had DLeen agreed that enly when tie
demands could not be met by local supplies
should butter be allowed to be imported, and
Western Australia expeeted that agreement to
be carried out. ITe had replied to the Com-
monwealth Committee aeccordingly.

The report furnishes fairly clear evidence
that whatever the Commonwealth authori-
ties promise to-day, they are likely to re-
pudiate to-morrow.

ITon. J. M. Maefarlane: T think Mr. Sut-
ton was misled.

Hon, L, Craig: The Prime Minister him-
sclf sent a wire over about the matter.

ITon. W. 1. MAXN: T endeavoured to see
Mr, Sutton this merning to verify portions
of the statement, hut I found he was out of
town. I hope the Minister for Agrieulture

who has taken a keen interest in the dairy-
ing industry in the past, will not relax
his efforis to secure something like a fair
and reasonable deal for the producers in
this State. During the course of his re-

marks, Mr., Thomson entered a plen
for incrensed attention to what s
termed in the Eastern States and

other conntries, the tourist industry. Some
members are inelined to smile when I ham-
mer at this matter each year. I have re-
ferred to it a number of times and I do not
make any apology for returning to it on
this occasion. From observation in other
parts of the world, and from what I have
read, T know that the tourist business is
wonderfully luerative to any country that
can succeed in interesting those people who
are looking for something fresh and new,
In this State, we have a Tourist Bureau
that is little more than a name.

Hon. A. Thomson: The Tourist Bureau
can get no money.

Hon, W. J. MANN: Exactly, that is the
trouble, I do not want anyone to misunder-
stand my remarks, [ have no intention of
casting a reflection on the staff of the State
Tourist Bureau. The faet remains that that
burean is practically unknown outside
Perth, My experience, and that of most
people with whom [ have disenssed the mat-
ter, i1s that the officers of the Tourist
Burean ave keen, alert, always courteous
and always anxiovs to do business, but they
are practically starved for want of means to
enable them to make their presence felt.
If we peruse any magazine or publication of
any moment in the world of fravel, rarely
will reference be seen to Western Australia.
That is a calamity, If we do oot make our
presence known and our scenie attractions
familiar te the outside public, we cannot
expect people of other countries to take
notice of the State, I have looked through
the Estimales for some years back and found
that the amount of monev set aside for
advertising the Tourist Burcau has been
ridiculously small. Tt has been gradually
diminishing for some time past and last
year a maximwn of £150 was available for
advertising purposes. I believe that out of
that amount the Tourist Bureau had to find
the money for postages and other minor
expenses. It is utterly impossible to do any-
thing with £150 spread over 12 months,
so that no blame is attachable to the officers
of the Tourist Bureanu for the lack of re-



T14 Averst, 19040 83

suit<. Nor do 1 biame the present {iovern-
ment, bt rather 21 Govermeni<. T do not
sinzle ont the present Government beeaunsc
1 betizve their predoet-sovs im0 vbice were as
negiizent as anyone could he in tieir recog-
nition of the advautawes «f the Tourist
Burcan,  The lact remain- tuat the tourist
industry is not appreeiaiad in this State.
Millious of people who are potential tourists,
investors and iovestor-settlevs are passing
by our doors because owr advantages are
not made known, We are not eonsidered in
the ordinary order of things hecause no one
has told tie truth about this wonderiully
productive, wealth-creating eountry of ours.
We are viectims of an inferiority complex
CONCErning our own Possessions.
Hon. J. Cornell: We lack imagination.

TTon. W. J. MAXNXN: We are more and
more pronue to belittle onrselves and the
State we live in.  Of that there ean be no
doubt. The moment we talk of a tourist
traffic, someone will sav, “What have we
got?'" They will then proceed to tell what
other countries possess. So Far as I can
see, the Almighty balances things up very

well.  We may not Lave the same grand
seenery that one sees in New Zealand.

Switzerland, or in the Roeky Monntains in
Ameriva, but we have in Western Australia
attractions that those countries would give
untol! wealth to possess.

Nitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pom.

Hon. W. J. MAXNN: I was dealing with
the manner in whichk many people from
other parts of the world seek fresh tourist
fields, and was endeavouring to show that
in Australia, and particularly Western Aus-
tralia, we have scenie and natural beauties
that are the envy of other countries. I
pointed out the danger of developing an
inferiority complex in that we are inelined
to belittle our own country. On looking up
figures I waz surprised to find that even
with the small volume of tourist trailie Aus-
tralia enjoys, the amount of money it bring-
to our shores is consideruble. The figures
quoted in a publication issued by the Aus.
tralian National Trave] Association are based
on official estimates taken from the Common-
wealth Year Book. In the five vears ended
December last, no less than £5,242,000 was
expended in Australia by visitors, and that
despite the fact that the depression had more
than halved the average number of visitors

coming to Australia.  Those figures show
an averaxe of over a mitlion puamls a yoar,
and tuat amount, of enurse, i infinifesimal
as compared with the figures of Cannda, the
'nited States and Continental countries. It
roes to ~how that with a little energy and
forvthousht, judicions advertising and per-
sistence, this phase of wealth produetion can
he considerably increased. I contend that
it is the duty of the Government to sce that
we do not fall behind other States in the
maiter of making our advantages known.
Other figures are quoted in the puhlication
that are illuminating, and although thoy do
not actually refer to tourist traliic, they
appertain to transport, and max be worth
recapitulating. A sum of £2,710,000 was
brought to Australia during the last five
veaTs by new citizens: £9,058/000 was ex-
pendedd by overseas shipping companies on
storcs and fuel; £2§,452,000 was expended
by overseas shipping companies on port
charges, stevedoring, duties, ete. Then it
@oes on to say that no record is available
of new capital attracted to Australia for
investment in the establishment of rew in-
dustries, but mu~t amount to millions, and
advertising plays an important part i this
aspect of national progress. 1 think there
is very good ground for urging the Siate
to expend a reasouable amount of money in
making its claims known. Let me bring
before members some views of other people
who are entitled to be heard with respeet.
I have a pamphlet issucd by the Chiet Rail-
way Commissioner of New South Wales,
entitled “A Great New Industry.” The
writer, Mz, Cleary, says—

Travel promotion offers the prospect of a
great new industry for Australia which will
hencfit all sections of th: communify—an indus.
try that in time to ¢ome siould rang as one of
outstanding financial importance to the Com-
monwealth.

Referring to the Austialian National Travel
Aszsociation, under whose anspices the
pantphlet was written, Mr. Cleary savs—

The assoviation hes beea formed by ke n
business uen who have studied the possibilities
of the tourist bus'mess. They have applied to
it the same astute rousoning that has made
them sueee=sful in their own lines of business.
Many of them are world travellers who have
seen the prodigious cxpenditure of tourists in
Furape, Canada amd the United States. They
have seen these amd other eountries reaping
rich harvests, while Australia has been content
to wait, Micawber-like, in the hope that some
day the touri:t trade mizht turn this way of
its own volition.
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Sitting down and hoping is not the kind of
way to attract business of any kind, and the
tourist husiness needs pushing and advertising,
perhaps moere than any other . ., Practically
all the foreign nations spend money freely in
tourist propaganda, and our sister dominions,
Canada, New Zealand and South Afriea, have
get us an example that might well he followed.

The balanee of general trade with Ameriea
it so grave that we must welcome a movement
which should bring baek in tourist dollars some
of the gold we are sending there with monofo-
nous regularity, American expenditure on world
travel has been estimated at various amounts,
but £200,000,000 a year might be regarded us
a conservative figure. Such figures stagger the
imagination of the ordinary man.

That is clear evidence that this trade or in-
dustry is worth seeking. When I mention
that the State Tourist Burean receive £150
with which to prosecute an advertising cam-
paign every 12 months, members will real-
ise how ludierous the whole position is. The
pamphlet continues—

That Australin ean get a share of this vast
turnover is eonceded hy all who have studied
the question. It is a known fact that literally
millions of Americans have trodden the beaten
tracks of the Qld World and now pine for new
lands to conquer in the tourist sense. We have
something new to offer them—seenery equal te
the world’s best, strange flora and fauna, gol-
den sunshine aiid other attractions which if not
superior to those in other countries are at least
different.

Speaking broadly, the tourist is a moneyed
man, Canada has proved by analysis that a
definite percentage of its tourists invest money
in Canadian industries, or settle in the Domi-
nion, There is no reason to doubt that Austra-
lia will have the same experience and that
greater development of its resources will follow.

Those remarks come from a man who has
evidently made a wide study of the ques-
tion and are entitled to serious consideration.
Now let us take the policy ovr laek of
poliey observed hy our Railway Depart-
ment. In the spring we have hushland dis-
plays unequalled elsewhere in the Common-
wealth. We have wild flowers beyond de-
seription, flowering shrubs, widespread areas
with multi-coloured flora that have to be
seen to be Dbelieved. These wonderful
features are permitted to come and go each
year without the least effort heing made to
eneourage people to go and see them. I
wonder whether it has ever occurred to
the railway authorities that cheap excur-
sions to get people to travel to the outer
parts of the State where flowers are the
feature wonld be a payable proposition. 1
think it would be a good policy. At pre-
sent, when on almost every railway line

traing are running practically empty, any
increase of traffic by way of excursions
would be to the good of the railways, It
would be good policy if the State widely
advertised in other countries our wild-
flower season and induced people to come
here, particularly in the springtime. This
sort of thing is done in other countries.
Seasonal attractions are advertised, and our
great seasonal attraction for many thousands
of people would be the springtime. I won-
der how many people know that Australia
has 300 varieties of eucalypts, or that there
are 500 varvieties of acacias, of which the
wettle is the most notable, and 70 species of
wonderful everlasting flowers. It is un-
necessary to remind members that in the
spring the best part of Western Australia
is carpeted with flowers of vivid red, blue,
purple and green. How many people know
the wonderful variety of orchids, or have
more than a hazy association with many of
our wild flowers, Thev do perhaps know of
the horonia, the wax plant, the hottle brush
and the kangareo paws, but there are thous-
ands of others that are the envy of the
botanical world, and we are allowing this
business to go by the hoard. I view this ques-
tion seviously because the time will come
when Western Australia will have a big
tourist traffie, from which we shall derive
a great benefit, and it is only by bammering
into the powers that be from year to year
that we are likely to develop some sort of
a tourist eonscience, and force the authori-
ties to move. I cannot let the opportunity
pass without expressing my regret that the
present Government, like their predecessors,
have not risen to the oceasion regarding
some of our tourist resorts. I have not
mentioned the eaves, and I do not intend to
weary members with any reeapitulation of
their beauties, but I would point out
that it is a crying same that Cave
House still remains in a neglected state. I
am not casting any reflection on the man-
agement—1 am speaking merely of the
building itself, I know that if it were in
private hands tbe license would have heen
cancelled long ago. It is sinful that
it should have heen allowed to 4grift into
its present condition. I koow that the
Government placed on the Estimates last
vear a sum of money that might bave been
used towards carrying out improvements,
but at the last minute the amount disap-
peared. I hope the Chief Seeretary will use
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his influence to have it again placed on the
Estimates. I know that the Honorary Min-
ister is anxious that some long overdue im-
provements should be carried out so that
we may invite people to reside there with
some degree of comfort. The present con-
dition of the building is certainly not in
keeping with the surrounding natural
beauty. One has only to go to New Zea-
land to see how the Government in that
dominion cater for the tourist, They have
risen to the occasion and provided accom-
modation in such a manner that a
person who goes there for a day or two
almost invariably stays a week or longer.
I wish to say a few words only
about the report of the Agricultural Bank
Commission. Until we get that document,
it is hardly fair that we should eriticise it.
I can, however, say I am sorry that the
Comumission, as far as we have been able
to gather from the report published in the
Press, have dealt with unneeessary severity,
with some of those who are alleged to be
responsible for the position in which the
Bank now stands. The Commissioners no
doubt realised that they bad a duty to per-
form, but they might have carried it out
in a nicer manner. Another matler to whieh
I wish briefly to refer is the question of
sireet betting. This also is a pet subject
of mine. Street betting is even more ram-
pant to-day than it ever has heen, and that
again is a powerful indictment against our
methods of keeping law and order.

Hon. J. Cornell: Governments have been
trying to keep it down as long as 1 ean
remember.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Governments have
never made any real atlempt to suppress
or control it, and it has now got to the stage
where school boys almost ¢an go into alley-
ways and have their sixpences and shillingz
on a horse.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Street betting is a°
zood source of revenue.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Not at all,

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Yes, by way of the
fines that are imposed.

Hon. W. J. MANN: The fines have fallen
off lately. Perhaps the police bave got tired
of raiding the betting shops. There was a
time when the police apparently thought it
their duty to assist in increasing the revenue
of the State by raiding betting shops
on Saturday afterncon, but latterly the raids
have slumped.
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Hon. J. Cornell: The police take the shops
in turns.

Hoo. W. J. MANN: No, one man ¢om-
plained because he was ¢aught again out of
his turn. I shall belp the Government in
any attempt that is made to control shop
beiting. We cannot stamp it out, so the
next best thing is to control it. Consider-
able revenue is lost by our failure in this
direction. Registered bookmakers have to
pay & tax, and I am told that the monky
that passes through their hands is nothing
in comparison with that received by the shop
bookmakers who do not pay tazation. For
that reason alone, we should control shop
betting. I support the motion.

On motion by BR. G. Moore, debate ad-
Jjourned.

House adjourned at 7.53 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fiftk Day.
Debate resumed from the Dth August.
HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [4.35):

In common with other members who bave
already spoken on the Address-in-reply to the
Lieut.-Governor’s Speech, I also intend to
speak only at short length. The outstanding
feature of the debate so far as it has pro-
gressed has been a relnctanee in members to
take any part. This is not at all to he
wondered at, becanse there is nothing in the
Speech of the Lieunt.-Governor to invoke
enthusiasm, and very little to warrant any
comment at all. As nearly as possible that
Speech fills the definition of a line of geo-
metry inasmuch as it has length and nathing



